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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH SOVIET POLITICAL COUNSELOR ON BANGLADESH 

1. DURING A LUNCHEON CONVERSATION NOVEMBER 26 THE SOVIET POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR INDICATED TO AN EMBOFF THAT HE HAD JUST HEARD ON ALL- 
INDIA RADIO THAT FOREIGN SECRETARY KEWAL SINGH HAD BEEN RECEIVED 
BY GENERAL SECRETARY BREZHNEV. THE SOVIET OFFICER EXPRESSED SOME 
SURPRISE AT THIS DEVELOPMENT SAYING THAT KEWAL SINGH'S MEETING 
WITH KOSYGIN HAD ONLY BEEN ARRANGED BY THE SOVIETS AT STRONG GOI 

URGING. HE CLAIMED THAT THE SOVIET EMBASSY IN DELHI HAD ONLY RE- 
COMMENDED TO MOSCOW THAT IT ARRANGE APPOINTMENTS WITH DEFENSE 
MINISTER GRECHKO, FOREIGN TRADE MINISTER PATOLICHEV (APPARENTLY 
SCHEDULED FOR A VISIT TO DELHI IN THE NEAR FUTURE) AND KOSYGIN, 

AMONG SEVERAL OTHERS. ASKED ABOUT THE POSSIBLE SIGNIFICANCE OF 
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FICIAL HAD BEEN RECEIVED SINCE THE DECLARATION OF THE EMERGENCY, 

AND HE BELIEVED THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WAS TRYING TO IMPRESS ON THE 
GOI ITS CONFIDENCE IN MRS. GANDHI. AS TO THE IMPLICATIONS FOR 
BANGLADESH, THE SOVIET WAS NOT PREPARED TO SPECULATE ALTHOUGH HE 
SAID KEWAL SINGH WOULD CERTAINLY EXCHANGE IDEAS ON THE SUBJECT 
DURING HIS STAY IN MOSCOW. 

2. THE SOVIET POLITICAL COUNSELOR SAID THAT HIS AMBASSADOR HAD 
HAD MEETINGS IN DELHI WITH BOTH FOREIGN MINISTER CHAV AN AND 
FOREIGN SECRETARY KEWAL SINGH ON BANGLADESH DEVELOPMENTS IN 
RECENT WEEKS. HE WOULD NOT ELABORATE ON THE SUBSTANCE OF THESE 

MEETINGS.BUT HE SAID THERE WAS A VIEW HELD BY "SOME INDIANS” 

HERE THAT THE USG WAS THE ONLY POWER IN A POSITION TO REASSURE 
THE INDIANS ABOUT BANGLADESH. HE HIMSELF THOUGHT THAT PERHAPS 
THE USG AND THE GOI WERE WORKING TOGETHER TO QUIET THE SITUATION 
DOWN. THE SOVIET OFFICIAL DISCUSSED VARIOUS RUMORS HE HAD HEARD 
SUGGESTING GOI PREPARATIONS TO INTERVENE, AND SAID "A FRIENDLY 
EMBASSY" OFFICIAL TOLD HIM OF A COMPLAINT BY THE BANGLADESH 
HIGH MISSION MILITARY ATTACHE IN EARLY NOVEMBER THAT SUCH 
INTERVENTION WAS IMMINENT. ASKED ABOUT THE STATUS OF BANGLADESHI 
COMMMUNISTS IN RECENT MONTHS, THE SOVIET OFFICIAL COMMENTED 
THAT SOME HAD BEEN LIVING IN MOSCOW SINCE THE AUGUST 15 COUP. 

3. THE SOVIET EMBOFF'S COMMENTS ON OANGLADESH WERE GENERALLY 
LOW-KEY AND HE BETRAYED NO DEEP CONCERN AT RECENT EVENTS. HE 
ADMITTED HOWEVER THAT HIS GOVERNMENT HAD TO LOOK AT BANGLADESH 
DEVELOPMENT WITH CHINESE MOTIVATIONS AND INTERESTS VERY MUCH IN 
MIND BECAUSE OF PEKING'S "ACUTE ANTI-SOVIETISM" OF RECENT MONTHS. 

HE SEEMED TO ENDORSE THE VIEW THAT THERE WAS A DIRECT RELATION- 
SHIP BETWEEN THE OCTOBER 20 SINO-INDIAN BORDER INCIDENT AND THE 
BANGLADESH DEVELOPMENTS, ALTHOUGH HE SAID IT WAS CLEAR THAT 
INDIAN OFFICIALS DIVIDED AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL ON THIS VERY 
QUESTION. (THE MEA OFFICER RESPONSIBLE FOR CHINESE AFFAIRS TOLD 

AN EMBOFF IN SEPARATE CONVERSATION NOVEMBER 26 THAT HE DID 
NOT BELIEVE THERE WAS ANY PLAUSIBLE CONNECTION BETWEEN BANGLADESH 
EVENTS AND THE OCTOBER 20 BORDER INCIDENT.) THE SOVIET OFFICER 
CLAIMED TO BE UNAWARE OF THE SHOOTING INCIDENT AT THE INDIAN 
HIGH COMMISSION AT THE TIME OF THE LUNCHEON. 
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